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Party in the Park 

A park that normally sees a handful of residents each 
year, the children who swing, slide or be made dizzy by 
the roundabout; the teenagers wanting a place to meet, 
maybe the first romance; dog-lovers exercising their pets.  
One Saturday in July it comes alive —  sunshine: essen-
tial, a group of people willing to work hard to give pleas-
ure to others: food ordered, gazebos erected, music set up, 
bouncy castles and stalls.  Then a mad rush home to watch 
England.  The evening has brought disappointment to sup-
porters but here come people, families with coolboxes, 
rugs and chairs: the barbeques are hot and smoking, the 
smell is intoxicating. Music begins — people eat, talk, 
laugh, dance and mix as a community should.  The sun 
that has been so brilliant sinks in the sky, a delight in it-
self, and still people of all ages are partying.  Slowly peo-
ple begin to leave, first those with small children, then 
gradually the field empties. Who are left ? 
The group who set it all up—taking it all down into the 
early hours of Sunday. Happy that it was a success.  Fi-
nally the park is quiet again, and tomorrow it will be back 
to normal. 
But, hopefully, those who were here sharing this experi-
ence will recognise each other and pass the time of day, 
that was what it is really all about. 
Make sure you are part of it next year — it’s fun. 
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 People who work on your behalf   New for 2006 
CHESWICK GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 

Officers 
George Burdett (Chairman) 17 Cheswick Way 
E Brian Brown (Vice-Chairman) 42 Spinney Drive 01564-703161 
Lisa Parmar  (Secretary) 3 Heron Close 01564-200086 
Margaret Daniels (Treasurer) 8 The Pines 01564-703298 

Committee Members 
Kelly & Barry Ashford Willow Drive 
Jane Brown 43 Willow Drive 
Pat & Mike Carr (Editors) 65 Foxland Close 01564-700039 
Pete Davis 27 Glenwood Drive 
Dot Lambert 12 Spinney Drive 
Ian and Barbara Sill 36 Snowshill Drive 01564-702653 
Leslie Stevens 32 Snowshill Drive 01564-702925 
The CGRA Committee usually meets at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall on the first 
Wednesday of each month.  Observers are always welcome. 

SOLIHULL METROPOLITAN  BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Mayor Councillor John Graham Reeve 
Cheswick Green is in Blythe Ward of the council:  Blythe Ward Councillors are: 
Cllr Mrs Maggie. Allen Liberal Democrat  0121-748-7986 
Cllr Brian. Burgess Conservative  01564-777600 
Cllr Len. Cresswell Liberal Democrat  01564-703244 
Secretary  is Mrs Diane Weir  tel. 01564-783789  Contact details 
are on  www.solihull.gov.uk 

HOCKLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
(Cheswick Green is in the area of Hockley Heath P.C. Which meets on 3rd 
Wednesday each month) 
Chairman Mr Richard Holt 
Councillors representing Cheswick Green: 
Cllr E B Brown  42 Spinney Drive B90 4HB,  Cllr Mrs M Pettinger   46 Cop-
pice Walk, B90 4HY, Cllr Vaseem Arfan, Cllr J Turvey 
 
Councillors representing other villages: 
Cllrs Sandie Bates, Peter Bulcock, Peter Kennard, Jeff Potts, Charles Robinson, 
David Skelding, Alyson Thompson:  Clerk: Mrs Diane Weir  tel. 01564-783789 

PATCH 
Issues concerning the areas previously dealt with by the Patch Manager should 
now be addressed to Solihull Council on the general telephone number 0121-
704-6000—department  Estates  Management 
   MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT  
Cheswick Green is in the Meriden constituency,  our MP is Caroline Spelman
 Further information from the www.solihull.gov.uk website 
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HOCKLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL REVIEW2006 
Hockley Heath Parish Council covers the area that includes the villages of Cheswick 
Green, Dickens Heath, Hockley Heath and Tidbury Green together with the settle-
ment of Illshaw Heath.   

Over the years all Members of Hockley Heath Parish Council have attempted to 
represent the views of all parishioners.  The Parish Council has also endeavoured to 
distribute the precept fairly across the whole Parish. 

With the development of Dickens Heath village there has been a growing feeling 
amongst Members of the Parish Council that Dickens Heath might wish their own 
Parish Council.  This is because some of the needs of Dickens Heath appear to be 
slightly different from the rest of the Parish. 

Last year Members unanimously agreed to request Solihull Metropolitan Borough 
Council conduct a review of the Parish Council with a view to Dickens Heath hav-
ing its own Parish Council.  Tidbury Green Members then decided that they along 
with Tidbury Green Residents Association wished to have their own Parish Council. 

From the recent consultation meetings within the Parish there appeared to be a keen-
ness for residents in Dickens Heath and in Tidbury Green to have their own Parish 
Councils.  A small proportion of the electorate in their written responses has ex-
pressed these views.  It would appear that those parishioners who did not respond 
are content with the present arrangement or are not interested.  This has been borne 
out from conversations with a number of residents. 

Cheswick Green and Hockley Heath 

The services provided by the Parish Council for the villages of Cheswick Green and 
Hockley Heath is similar.  Both villages have village halls and recreational land, 
which is owned or held in trust by the Parish Council. The character of the villages 
is similar in that they both have a few local shops and similar facilities.  Their com-
munities range in ages from the very young to elderly.  Landscape maintenance con-
tracts cover both areas in respect of the recreational land. 

There is merit in these two villages remaining as one Parish Council.  It will be ap-
propriate for the name of such Parish Council to be changed to properly reflect the 
identity of the two settlements, rather than predominantly relate to one of the two 
areas.  A change of name from Hockley Heath Parish Council to Hockley Heath and 
Cheswick Green Parish Council is proposed. 

Dickens Heath 

Dickens Heath is a new village that has grown considerably over the last few years.  
It appears that the age range of residents is essentially that of young families.  It is 
likely that over the years many of these families and individuals will grow older and 
probably remain within Dickens Heath.  This is the experience of residents living in 
Cheswick Green.   

Dickens Heath Village Hall is within a building complex and is not the responsibil-
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ity of the Parish Council.  There is a village green, although this is not the respon-
sibility of the Parish Council.  The developer has provided the recreational equip-
ments facilities.   

Tidbury Green 

The Parish Council has a long lease of Tidbury Green Village Hall and owns the 
Allotments in Wood Lane in Earlswood.  There is no other communal recreational 
land. 

Parish Councillors and Clerks 

Each of the four villages has it own Residents Association or Community Associa-
tion.  Each organisation struggles to find sufficient committee members to become 
actively involved in the running of the Association and also the running of the Vil-
lage Hall Management Committees. 

Similarly the Parish Council struggles to encourage parishioners to become Parish 
Councillors.  Over the years there has initially been difficulty in finding members 
from Dickens Heath, with a large proportion being from Cheswick Green.  This 
has now changed with a good proportion of members being from Dickens Heath 
and with fewer volunteers from Cheswick Green and Hockley Heath.  This is cy-
clical.   

Conclusion 

Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council are recommending there be five parish 
councillors for Dickens Heath, five parish councillors for Tidbury Green and seven 
parish councillors for Cheswick Green and Hockley Heath.  The consultation proc-
ess is continuing.  Any representations should be submitted to Solihull MBC by 
15th September.  Once Solihull MBC has made its final decision, the approval of 
the Secretary of State will be sought.  Solihull Council’s website is 
www.solihull.gov.uk 

On balance it is logical for Cheswick Green and Hockley Heath to combine and 
remain together.  There is strong feeling that Dickens Heath wishes to form its own 
Parish Council.  Similarly there is a keenness for Tidbury Green to have its own 
Parish Council. 

Over the last few years there has been an increasing workload imposed upon the 
Clerk and Members.  This stems from changing circumstances and the increased 
size of Dickens Heath. 

Whilst Hockley Heath Parish Council has been split into four Wards covering 
Cheswick Green, Dickens Heath, Hockley Heath and Tidbury Green there appears 
to be a genuine level of interest and willingness to see change take place.  Resi-
dents of Dickens Heath and Tidbury Green wish to see a greater emphasis of local 
democracy for their respective villages.     

Brian Brown 27th July 2006 
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Letters about Shirley Advance……. 

You really have to smile, don't you, at some of the so called reasons being put forward for the 
development of the 'New Heart for Shirley'? For instance ASDA says in its defence that 'many 
people simply do not have choice when it comes to their weekly shop'. How much choice do 
the people of Shirley need? Much has been said by other contributors and correspondents to the 
local papers regarding the number of food outlets already located on the Stratford Road corridor 
so no need to comment further here. I cannot think of any other areas of the Metropolitan Bor-
ough of Solihull where there is already such a concentration of food outlets or even indeed 
around the fringes of the City of Birmingham. The truth is that the whole scheme is a done deal 
and the 'have your say days' were nothing short of a sham, the costs of which, including the 
latest reports, will just be built into the over all cost of the project. Anyone who does their own 
shopping will know that ASDA prices are on a par with TESCO prices and, both Sainsbury and 
TESCO issue loyalty cards. I look forward to sticking with TESCO!  John  P 
 
It’s great news that Shirley is to be developed, my only concern is that the roads can take the 
future traffic. 
I feel the whole area has become a rat race full of people rushing around with one thought on 
their minds, which is themselves. John E 
 
At the KSA/Shirley Residents Meeting a couple of months ago, Kate Wild ( Cons Councillor) 
urged us to go and see the planning process in action when the Shirley Advance application was 
put forward. Well I did - and what an eye opener. 3 and half hours of presentations, with lots of 
conflicting data. Did the planning committee discuss any of this - no way!! Two spoke from 
prepared scripts with no reference to any of the points put forward, and 4 stayed silent, leaving 
the Lib Dems to put points forward. Then the vote 5 - 3 in favour. 
The whole thing was a stitch up with minds made up before the meeting and the speakers 
wasted their time - nothing would sway them... and why?? It was a conservative council led 
application, on council land, so why would the conservative members of the planning commit-
tee refuse it? They would have had to face that nice Mr Ted Richards and explain themselves!! 
Its all well for the conservative councillors as they don't live in Shirley and won't have to suffer 
the consequences.    .  Dave 
 
Why does every shopping centre have to be ‘the same’ ?  It was such a joy to find Shirley out of 
the ordinary.    Pat 
 
A comment from someone living on the Stratford Road near The Green: ‘The dust in my house 
is constant: I have given up trying to keep it clean’.  

In the absence of any other readers’ letters, we thought you might like to see some of 
the comments on the Solihull Council website about the Shirley Advance plans: 

Readers’ Letters 
From a Christian Aid collector: 
I’d like to thank the residnets of Coppice Walk and C oppice Close for their donation 
of £130.21 in this year’s door to door collection.  Trevor Coldridge 
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Wait till the real construction begins!  

Points to Ponder : 
‘Stanley Matthews lacks the big match 
temperament.  He will never hold down 
a regular first team place in top class 
soccer’ - Unsigned football writer when 
Matthews, the future captain of Eng-
land, made his debut at 17 
‘We don’t like their sound.  Groups of 
guitars are on the way out’ - Decca 
Recording Company when turning 
down the Beatles in 1962.  (The group 
was also turned down by Pye, Colum-
bia  and HMV) 
‘You will never amount to very much’ - 
a Munich schoolmaster to Albert Ein-
stein, aged 10 
‘Far too noisy, my dear Mozart.  Far 
too many notes’ - The Emperor Ferdi-
nand after the first performance of The 
Marriage of Figaro 

(From the Book of Heroic Failures) 
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Local Information 
The Mobile Library is outside the shops on Saturdays from 9.15 to 10.30 am 

In the Village Hall : 
Cheswick Green Under-Fives Playgroups:  
 Pre-School Monday-Thursday 9.15-11.45 am 
 Crafty Kids : these groups are for accompanied children : 

Under-5s  for under-5s on Mondays 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
Under-2s   for under-2s on Fridays 9.30 – 11.00 am 
both are on a ‘Drop-In’ basis – contact  Lesley 07796-162266 

   or  Rochelle 07870-206651 
  
Youth Club:  Meets each Friday evening from 7.30pm-9.30pm 
  Age range 10-15 years 

 
Simone School of Dance : Tuesdays and Saturdays in the Village Hall – Ages from 

3 to adults, most types of dancing taught :ballet, tap, free-style, modern 
jazz, rock-and-roll, gymnastic dance – times to suit the students 

Ring Simone Walker 0121-451-3085 

 
Dog training – ‘Wagging Tails’ on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, Puppy classes, Be-

ginners up to Gold classes for all ages of dog. Positive training used at all 
levels – julia@waggingtails.co.uk, website www.waggingtails.co.uk 

 
Spanish Classes, for children - Mondays 4.00 – 5.00 pm, contact 01564-703640 
  (Interested adults may also contact the above) 
 
Brownies – Mondays 6.00 pm 
 
Rainbows – Wednesdays 6.00 pm 
 
Ballroom Dancing – Mondays 8.00 – 10.00 pm 
 
Other phone numbers: 
 Anti-Graffiti Hotline  0800-783-8899/0121-717-1580 
 Community Drugs Line   0800-783-8899 
 Police non-emergency  0845-113-5000 

Please remember what the Police told us—if you have  any information 
about graffiti, vandalism or drugs, ring the police  hotline (number above) 
and report the incident, anonymously if you wish, a nd get a log number . 
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The End of the Seventies 

Frustration 
The Village had become extremely frustrated by the Huntsmans Point 

situation by this time and was determined to get something done! The depth of 
feeling can be gauged by the ‘STOP PRESS’ item included with the September 
1978 edition of the Cheswick Green Magazine, reproduced below:. 

 
STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS 

Committee News  

- from the Chairman  
SCHOOL BUSES - HUNTSMANS POINT - LATEST ACTION  
This has without doubt been the busiest few weeks f or the 

Committee and Officers - at a time when most people  have been 
on holiday - including the appropriate Officials in  Solihull 
who left us to combat what can only be described as  a mess in 
respect of two areas of Village Life - Huntsmans Po int and 
the School Bus service. I am sorry that the magazin e has been 
held up, but we felt that you should have the lates t news as 
soon as possible. 

HUNTSMANS POINT 
What earlier in the year seemed to be a problem to be 

solved by the Summer - the completion of the roads and light-
ing at Huntsmans Point has now become a serious pro blem not 
only for the residents there - some of whom have be en without 
roads, lighting, etc. for years, but for the Committee and  
the VILLAGE AS A WHOLE. 

Basically what has happened is that Solihull Counci l (who 
have to complete the actual work) have been unable to recover 
the money it will cost from Bondsmen who hold such money in 
case of events like the collapse of Greaves. They a re now 
entering into what look like protracted legal proce edings. 

 

CHESWICK GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION WANT THIS VILL AGE 
COMPLETED. We are tired of waiting; people in Hunta mans Point 
have had their patience exhausted. As a result your  Committee 
is now taking legal advice and the probable outcome  will be 
that we shall embark on forcible action to ensure t he problem 
is resolved. 
WE SHALL CALL A PUBLIC MEETING TO INFORM YOU OF  OUR ACTIONS 
AND ALSO  
TO WHICH SOLIHULL COUNCIL OFFICIALS AND COUNCILLORS  WILL BE  

It is a scandal that after seven or eight years we do not 
have speed limits on village roads because a third of those 
roads have not been adopted - one of them being the  road on 
which the school is situated. 
PLEASE WATCH THE NOTICE BOARD AND MAKE SURE YOU ATTEND THE 
SPECIAL  
MEETING. 
 

SCHOOL BUSES 

Much has been said about the school bus ‘service’ w ith 
which we found ourselves at the beginning of the ne w term. 
There has been a long list of problems, ranging fro m the ap-
parently ludicrous allocation of bus passes, to the  non-
appearance of the vehicles themselves and their sch eduling at 
impossible times. 
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Please accept my assurance as Chairman that we have  had 
admirable co-operation from the W.M.P.T.E. official s them-
selves, who have only been carrying out, in our opi nion, the 
misguided instructions, of the Education Department  of Soli-
hull. So concerned is your Committee at the chain o f 
thoughtless, unplanned and inappropriate decisions made, 
that me have invited them to a SPECIAL MEETING AT T HE VIL-
LAGE HALL in the next two weeks. PLEASE WATCH THE N OTICE 
BOARD.  

In the meantime your Committee is taking up urgentl y the 
problems of 

1. The mistiming of the school bus to and from Alde r-
brook. 

2. The anomalies in bus pass allocation. 

3. Difficulties experienced by children attending O ur 
Lady of the Wayside School. 

Our children are so worried about being late for sc hool 
that they are having to catch the 8.05 bus and cons equently 
arriving far too early at school and before the Blo ssomfield 
Road crossing patrol. 

One problem has  been the immense amount of impatience 
shown by some of the parents in this Village. Yes w e all 
have problems. Yes we are all concerned about the s afety and 
welfare of our children. But rudeness to officials and oth-
ers not only alienates them, it also has a  deleterious ef-
fect on the children who already have enough to cop e with at 
their new  school. 
THE COMMITTEE IS DEDICATED TO ACHIEVING THE RIGHT A NSWERS. 
PLEASE BE PATIENT. PLEASE COME TO THE MEETING. WATC H THE 
NOTICE BOARD. 
OTHER ITEMS 
1) During the dustmen’s strike Please help to keep our Vil-
lage tidy and hygienic by taking refuse to the Hay Lane tip. 
Remember it is an offence to dump anything on the V illage 
and the Association will instigate proceedings agai nst unso-
ciable dumpers. 
2) We hope in the next magazine to announce up to d ate in-
formation on another benefit of membership of the A ssocia-
tion - the Discount Scheme. 

My thanks to the other members of the Committee for  
their hard work and support in recent weeks.  Let us hope 
that next month will bring better news. 

See you at the Fete. 
PETE SIMPKIN 

 
The following month the Residents’ Association applied legal pressure on 

the Local Authority, asking for its proposals for completing the roads, and advis-
ing that the residents would hold the Authority responsible for any damage or 
injury caused by its lack of action. 

 
The rest of 1977 was quiet, but it was with sadness that the village said 

goodbye to its popular Vicar, Reverend St. John Lemon. He was one of the 
founding fathers of the Residents’ Association and the 1st Salter Street Scout 
Group. In thanking him for his work and guidance to the people of the Parish the 
Village wished him good luck in his new work in Sheldon. 

 
As February 1978 came, Solihull Council had at long last, started work on 
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the roads and footpaths of Huntsmans Point, and to clear up the mess left by the 
Greaves Organisation. 

 
The Newsagents was taken over by Mr and Mrs Gerry Phipps. 
 
The year 1978 started with a determined effort to stamp out the spate of 

vandalism that had occurred in the Village over the previous months. Some 
youngsters it appeared were running out of control, tiles were torn from the Vil-
lage Hall roof, windows were broken, and drain covers removed. Parents were 
asked to ensure that it was not their children causing the mischief! 

 
There had been heavy rain and the rivers and brooks around the village 

had been on occasions full to the brim and the flood berms along the Blythe had 
fulfilled their function by accepting the floodwater. But there were some worries 
by people living on Saxonwood Road and Willow Drive, whose gardens backed 
onto Mount Brook. They expressed some fears about the possibility of flooding, 
due to the state of the banks of the Brook. A lengthy survey was carried out in 
conjunction with the Severn Trent Water Authority. The Authority’s opinion was 
that widening the Brook would solve the problem. 

 
The Residents’ Association Committee had some thoughts about how the 

building of houses at Cranmore/Widney might affect the village. There were 
concerns about builder’s traffic using the inadequate roads in the area, and about 
the possibility of an overflow of pupils into the village school. They also awaited 
the publication of the Structure Plan to find out just where in Hockley Heath the 
next 8,000 people would be housed. Surveyors had been observed in and around 
the village and there were worries that someone already knew what was in the 
Plan. 

 
At the Association’s Annual General Meeting plans were displayed show-

ing the proposals for the Children’s Playground. 
 
The Association also decided to carry out a ‘Village Survey’ to determine 

the ‘make-up’ of its population. A profile would be useful they said when plan-
ning various provisions for the community.  

The Village Invaded 
The Village had been invaded on a number of occasions, by cattle escap-

ing from the neighbouring farms, entering the Village and causing considerable 
damage. The police were called and acted as cowboys to round up the offenders, 
one beast found itself stuck in the pond at the end of Snowshill Drive. The fire 
Brigade with specialist equipment were called to extract it. 



11 

Parish Council Review 
One of Cheswick Green’s Parish Councillors, Pete Simpkin, was elected 

Chairman of the Parish Council. He wrote an article for the Magazine explaining 
the functions of the Council, as the Borough Council was in the process of review-
ing the necessity of keeping a Parish Council for the Hockley Heath Parish.  

PARISH NEWS 

You will by now have received from Solihull Borough  Coun-
cil a voting paper and an explanatory note concerni ng the 
Review of Parishes. 

Cheswick Green is One of three villages, comprising  the 
civil (that is NOT Church , ), Parish of Hockley Heath. (The 
others are Hockley Heath and Tidbury Green). The ci vil Parish 
is the lowest level of the three tier local governm ent struc-
ture: _West Midlands County, Solihull Borough, and Hockley 
Heath Parish. 

Our Parish Council has been very influential in mat ters 
of planning - both on the village, and around it - being ac-
tively concerned with possible developments such as  Ley-
land's, and the South West Shirley housing scheme, road dif-
ficulties - fighting the menace of heavy lorries, a nd press-
ing for the completion of the M42. We  are responsible for the 
maintenance of certain open spaces and watching sta ndards 
over those looked after by other authorities. The C heswick 
Green Village Hall and the local allotments are bot h Parish 
Controlled schemes, provided in part out of the 2p parish  
rate. Many items for the benefit of the community c an be  pro-
vided without wasteful administrative overheads. 

We offer through the two  on-village Parish Councilors and 
the monthly meeting, a chance for you to get answer s to civic 
problems, and an accessible means of dealing with l ocal gov-
ernment affairs. Topics are debated on nonparty lin es, deci-
sions of higher authorities not in the interest of local peo-
ple are challenged, and unlike the Resident ’ s Association, we 
are a statutory body with real powers. We hope you will be 
able to vote "Yes" to the retention of the Parish C ouncil in 
this area . Without us local government will become ever more 
remote from the man in the street. 

P SIMPKIN  Chairman of  P Council 

 
John Pettinger 

To Rent: Florida—Kissimmee: 4 Bed, 3 Bath House in Village with all amenities 
for families, 15 mins Disney. £320 a week (Xmas £400) Tel 0121-744-9899 
Or email : mail@annandterry.co.uk 

SouthWest France near Angouleme, Large House to let sleeps six comfortably, 
easy access from Birmingham to Bergerac, or drive through France. Contact Carr 
01564-700039 for details, or email mike@mcarr.demon.co.uk 
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Cheswick Green Post Office 
01564 702856 
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Google—eartH 

The Mount 

Sandwiched between the school and Chatsworth Close/Longleat Drive is this fasci-
nating remnant of our past, though not much can be seen from this aerial view.  
Seemingly in the 13th century (nearly 800 years ago) people cleared part of the local 
forest for farming, and built a defensive earthworks surrounded by a moat. A century 
later it seems to have been deserted, but at the beginning of the 20th century (100 
years ago) it was rediscovered, and became a tourist attraction for large numbers of 
day trippers from Birmingham – it may have been embellished, perhaps with Roman 
columns (sounds like a modern theme park – remember we are talking 1905, not 
2006) and certainly with an amusement park, and walkways, and a tea-room.  I sup-
pose the trippers came by horse-drawn charabanc! 

After a struggle with the developers 
of Cheswick Green a piece of the site 
was preserved and is now looked af-
ter by   Hockley Heath Parish Coun-
cil.  It makes a grand adventure play-
ground, with the section of the ram-
part running through the tall trees that 
you can see in the view above, and 
lots of wild corners. 
It would benefit by a bit of volunteer 
clearing, where the brambles have 
overgrown the paths. Any volunteers 
to give me a hand?      Mike Part of the path along the rampart 
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Editors’ page 

As the needy half of the editors, I can’t accept the decision of the Solihull council to 
close the public toilets, and I agree with almost all the letters of complaint in the local 
papers.  Granted the toilets in Shirley centre were not the best, but they were a lot 
better than nothing. I don’t have the cheek to march into a shop, use their loos, and 
march out again.  Will the shopkeepers get a rebate on their council tax for providing 
this service?  And if they did, it would reduce the council’s income anyway. 

Haven’t heard any more about ASBOs.  Graffiti scene a bit quiet.  Vandalism minor 
during the summer. 
At the time of writing we don’t know that the July heat will continue through August, 
but I would like to share a few thoughts with you: 

Coming from what we thought was sunny Cornwall, we were unprepared for just how 
hot it can get in the Midlands - down west there always seems to be a cool, no, make 
that cold, wind off the sea (temperature perhaps 14degC), sufficient to raise goose-
bumps when you come out of the water even on a baking hot summer day.  Up here 
the wind must have been coming off the tarmac of the M42 or perhaps the airport 
runway - even sitting in the shade, the effort of fetching a cool drink raised quite a 
sweat, and it was noticeable how few people actually walked anywhere if they could 
avoid it. 

And again, in Cornwall the temperature indoors remained moderate throughout the 
year, unless the central heating failed again in the winter!  Here we registered 30degC 
(86degF) in the living room, whether the french windows were open or closed, and 
regardless of settings of blinds and curtains. Definitely too hot to sit in comfort. 

An article I read about living in central Italy without air-conditioners set me thinking: 
apparently the secret is in the use of the window shutters (with which houses in Medi-
terranean countries are always fitted).  So I decided to try to block the sun from shin-
ing in through the windows. Our house faces roughly north, (and we are woken about 
7am by the sun shining in through our north-facing bedroom window if we are trying 
to have a lie-in) so: shield the windows on the north side early, and let the cool night 
air into the house through all the windows on the south side.  Then at about 10am, 
when the sun has worked around to the south side of the house, put up shutters on that 
side, and open windows on the north side if required.  Course, we don’t have any 
shutters, so it was improvising with all sorts. 

The point of all this is, that firstly we found that we could make a big difference; and 
secondly that we might need this sort of protection in future years if the weather men 
are getting it right.  What would seem to be the easiest solution for the sort of win-
dows (too wide for wooden shutters) we have on this estate is something like the old-
fashioned butcher’s shop blind—perhaps without the stripes! So if you see a house 
looking as if it’s festooned with shop blinds, that’ll be me trying things out.  I’ll keep 
you posted       The editors 
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Test your Wits 
More brain-teasers: do you know the right answers ? 
 
1. Which civilization is thought to have discovered chocolate?  Greeks, Romans, 

Aztecs, Maoris 
 

2. The Italian dish lasagne is made with what?  Courgettes, Pasta, Potatoes, 
Marshmallow 
 

3. Moussaka is a traditional dish of aubergine and meat from where?  France, 
England, Thailand, Greece 
 

4. Which country is famous for its fine chocolate?  Japan, Belgium, Russia, 
Mongolia 
 

5. Pinot Noir and Shiraz are what kind of fruit?  Grape, Lemon, Apple, Rhubarb 
 

6. Which of the following islands is not in the Mediterranean?  Tenerife, Cyprus, 
Sardinia, Sicily 

 

And the answers for last time are: 
 

1. What colour light is displayed from the starboard side of a ship: Black, 
blue, white, or green? Answer: Green 

2. Which car company has manufactured models called Scorpio and Orion: 
Fiat, Ford, Jaguar or Mercedes? - Answer Ford  

3. What are corvettes, sloops and brigantines: sailing ships, seaplanes, mo-
torbikes, or pirates?  - Answer Sailing ships  

4. What car does James Bond prefer to drive: Fiat, Aston Martin, Ferrari or 
Triumph?  - Answer: Aston Martin  

5. Which of these did the first bicycle not have: pedals, wheels, a saddle, or a 
cyclist?  - Answer: Pedals  
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PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Installation, Servicing & Repairs 

Corgi Registered 
Stephen Smith 01564 200119 

CHARTERED  
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

Member of Health Professional Council 

Julia Kilby  07929-739518 

JESS EXPRESS 
Specialist Dry Cleaners 

and Launderers 
Cheswick Green Post Office 

01564-702856 

GREYSTONE 
DECORATORS 

The Guild of Master Craftsmen 
call John 0121 359 3455 
Or Peter 0121 384 7376 
or see our display advert  
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Copy: if you have anything you 
would like considered for publi-
cation, please send it to The Edi-
tors – either the box in the Post 
Office, or phone 01564-700039, 
or email to edi-
tors@mcarr.demon.co.uk. 


