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Your important local information magazine produced 
by the Cheswick Green Residents’ Association returns. 
 
There has been a gap in publication because the edito-
rial team split up and it has been difficult to find some-
one to take on the job.  We have a pair of volunteers, 
details inside, and we hope that this will be the start of 
a regular quarterly publication. 
 
We need the residents of Cheswick Green to pass in-
formation, articles and letters to the Editor, through a 
box kept in the post office, so that you will have the 
opportunity to make this your local information book 
as well as learning from the committee of the events 
that are being planned for the future. 
 
Advertisements welcome; details of charges inside. 
 
Members of the committee will be distributing this 
magazine in their own time.  With this issue we plan to 
ask for the usual yearly subscription to the Residents 
Association - £3 per household, £1 for OAPs. 
 
We trust that you will find this issue informative and 
useful ; here’s to many more with your input and sup-
port. 

���
���
�
��
������

My View - 
  Dot Lambert 

2 

Committee 
Members 

2 

Assoc. Meeting, 
Playgroup 

3 

A lovely place to 
live 

4 

Local Knowl-
edge 

5 

Local Informa-
tion 

6 

Readers Letters 7 

Early Days in 
the Village 

8 

Infill  Housing 11 

Editors’ page 14 

Competitions 15 

Local Services 16 

1 

 S
um

m
er 2005 

Party in the Park - Saturday 9th July 
Free Family Night—Barbecue-Live Mu-

sic 



2 

My View 
From the Chairperson of the Association: 

(Newly elected on Wednesday 4th May 2005) 

I would like to welcome you back to our new magazine, thanks to our 
new residents who have kindly joined us and will be producing it for us. 

We also have some younger members of our community joining the 
committee, so hopefully we will get back into our forthcoming events. 

Dot Lambert 

People who work on your behalf 

CHESWICK GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 

Officers 
Dot Lambert (Chairperson) 12 Spinney Drive  01564-703631 
Brian Brown (Vice-Chairperson) 42 Spinney Drive  01564-703161 
Natalie Sweetman (Secretary) 11 Cheswick Way  01564-200146 
Margaret Daniels (Treasurer) 8 The Pines  01564-703298 

Committee Members 
George Burdett 17 Cheswick Way  
Pat & Mike Carr (Editors) 65 Foxland Close  01564-700039 
Emma Garfield     21 Glenwood Drive 01564-702254 
Lisa Parmar 3 Heron Close  01564-200086 
Ian and Barbara Sill 36 Snowshill Drive  01564-702653 
Leslie Stevens 32 Snowshill Drive  01564-702925 
Julia White 572 Tanworth Lane  01564-703250 

The CGRA Committee usually meets at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall on the first 
Wednesday of each month.  Observers are always welcome. 

Forthcoming Event—Cheswick Green Residents Association : 

Annual Fete  -  Saturday September 10th 2005 

 

We need to make this event a success – we will need 

· Stallholders to support us 
····    Suggestions and ideas 
····    Support from every resident  

 

More information nearer the 
date 



3 

Summary of Meeting of the Committee of the Association 
on Wednesday 11th May 05 
Points discussed:  
 Goal posts to be repaired, and nets to be bought by the Association 
 The area in front of the shops needs to be kept tidy – the shop owners 

are responsible 
 All vandalism should be reported – it is important to get a log number 
 The estimate of just over £3000 to repair the village hall ceiling was 

accepted 
 Various current planning applications were discussed, but no action 

was decided at this point 
 It was agreed that the next edition of the newsletter would carry previ-

ous advertisements free 
 Britain in Bloom – we will seek to have flower baskets in the Green 

next year 
 Summer Fete – to be on the 10th September 2005 

Party in the Park – the 2nd or 9th of July 
 The Playgroup leader volunteered to carry out the weekly safety in-

spection (eyeball only) of the playground 

CHESWICK GREEN PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUP Under 5's 
To back up our topic on animals at playgroup, we organised a very successful 
trip to Umberslade Farm. The children had a go at feeding the goats, lambs 
and calves. They could hold guinea pigs, rabbits and new born ducklings and 
chicks. We had our picnic lunch in the barn followed by some fun in the play 
area. 
We have also made some bread, just like The Little Red Hen, animal shaped 
biscuits, and made plenty of noise with animal songs. 
The children have also had a go at growing sunflowers, cress and a "Mr. 
Farmer" grass head! 

Later in the term we will be pulling on our wellies and getting our fishing nets 
ready to go pond dipping. Always a great hit with the children. 
We also have our annual walk around Earlswood Lakes followed by a picnic 
in the park to look forward, and, of course, plenty of playing to fit in as well!! 
If you have children that you feel would like to take part in all of this why not 
call in at the Village Hall Monday - Thursday mornings for a chat. We would 
love to see you.  Wishing you all a good summer – Lesley, Rochelle and 
Sharon— 07796 162266 or 07870 206651 
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Cheswick Green –‘What a lovely place to live’ 
“We are moving to the Midlands” : a 
statement that has joy and sadness. 
Joy to be coming nearer to family ; 
sadness to be leaving one of the most 
beautiful places in the UK – Cornwall. 
Mind made up, the statement is real-
ity.   

August 2004 we arrive, having chosen 
Cheswick Green.  
First impressions – beautiful, trees, 
green areas, gardens, neat and tidy 
houses, surrounding fields, back lanes 
to die for – buses to everywhere, Vil-

lage Hall, Doctors’ Surgery, shops, 
Post Office.  People smile and chat. 
Even a lake within easy reach.  A 
good place to put down new roots. 

A newcomer’s view, you may say.  
But take another look around.  I don’t 
have rose-tinted glasses : as our first 
visitors from Cornwall said with great 
surprise “What a lovely place to live” 

It would be good to keep it this 
way…………. 

Pat Carr 



5 

 

 

Shop 4...... 
Jobs 
Cars 
Property for Sale 
Property To Let 
Computers 
Gift Ideas  
Home and Garden  
Holidays 
Overseas Property Rental  
Self Catering Holidays 
Flights 
Fashion  
TV, Video & Electrical 
Entertainment  
Health and Beauty  
Local Services Directory 
 
Community 
Local Organisations 
The Arts 
Sport in Solihull 
Meeting People 
Reunions 
Kids Links 
Children's Playgroups 
Help & Advice 
Youth Clubs 

 

Entertainment 
What's On Guide 
The Gig Guide 
Gig Reviews 
Games Page 
Cineworld - Touch-
wood 
Ideas for Days Out 
 
Local Focus 
Barston 
Catherine de Barnes 
Cheswick Green 
Dickens Heath 
Earlswood 
Hampton in Arden 
Henley in Arden 
Hockley Heath 
Knowle and Dorridge 
Monkspath 
Olton 
Shirley 
Tanworth-in-Arden 
 
Business 
Local Services Direc-
tory 
Business Links 
Advertise Here 

News and Views 
Local News 
Red Route - Comments 
Your Emails & Comments 
Shirley Redevelopment 
Airport Expansion 
Skateboarding in Solihull 
Planning Issues 
Recycling in Solihull 
Traffic Calming 
Touchwood 
BBC Radio WM  
BBC National 
 
Information  
About Solihull 
Hotels 
Guesthouses 
Restaurants 
Takeaways 
Transport 
 
History 
Local History 
Family History 
Childhood Memories 
Old Postcards 
Applejacks Story  

Local Knowledge 
This is the home page of www.solihull-online.com and it carries a 
wealth of information. 

If you look at the Cheswick Green pages, you will perhaps be as surprised as 
we were to find how little up-to-date news there is.  But the news on our pages 
has to be put there by someone…….. 

Perhaps we should have a discussion in the letters pages about who that some-
one should be? 

Mike Carr 
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Free Advice 

Fully Insured 
No Obligation Quote 

SOLIHULL TREE SURGERY 
All aspects of Tree Work undertaken 

Telephone: 01564 703065 

Local Information 
In the Village Hall 
Beat Surgery (Combined committee of Police, Parish Council and Residents 

Association) meets on the third Monday of every month : 6.00 to 7.30 
pm on Monday 20th June, 18th July, 15th August, 19th September 

The Mobile Library is outside the shops on Saturdays from 9.15 to 10.30 am 
Cheswick Green PreSchool Playgroup: Under-5s and Under-2s : these groups 

are for accompanied children : 
‘Twos Group’ for under-5s on Mondays 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
‘Toddlers’  for under-2s on Fridays 9.30 – 11.00 am 
both are on a ‘Drop-In’ basis – contact  Lesley 07796-162266 

   or  Rochelle 07870-206651 
 Term ends Wednesday 13th July, which is a party day for all ,  
  Parents/Carers, New children 
Youth Club:  Meets each Friday evening from 7.30pm-9.30pm 
  Age range 10-15 years 
Simone School of Dance : Tuesdays and Saturdays in the Village Hall – Ages 

from 3 to adults, most types of dancing taught :ballet, tap, free-style, 
modern jazz, rock-and-roll, gymnastic dance – times to suit the stu-
dents 

Ring Simone Walker 0121-451-3085 
Dog training – ‘Wagging Tails’ on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, puppy and 

kennel training for dogs in good condition – 
julia@waggingtails.co.uk, website www.waggingtails.co.uk 

Spanish Classes, Mondays, contact 01564-703640 
 
At the local school 
It is hoped to publish a full list of activities in the next issue. 
 
Other phone numbers: 
 Anti-Graffiti Hotline  0800-783-8899 
 Community Drugs Line   0800-783-8899 
 Police non-emergency  0845-113-5000 
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Readers’ Letters 
Dear Editors 

Very recently we suffered the sad loss of our dog Jess.  A few days af-
terwards we were sent this poem.  I would like to share it with your 
readers. 

Mrs L Parmar, Heron Close 

Post Office Box 

As from mid-June there will be a box at the Post Office.  It would be appreciated if 
you would place any articles, suggestions, corrections or information for the next 
magazine in this box, for collection by the editors: alternatively we can be contacted 
on 01564-700039 or editors@mcarr.demon.co.uk. 
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The Re-launch of the Cheswick Green News 
Early Days in the Modern Village 
This new volume of the Cheswick Green News is very welcome. This publica-
tion has been a part of the Cheswick Green Village since it was built upon the 
remains of the original Mount Estate. The Cheswick Green Residents’ Asso-
ciation was formed in 1971 and produced its first Newsletter for the Village 
early that year. So it has been with us for some thirty four years with only a 
few breaks in publication thanks to its many dedicated editors and contribu-
tors.  
From its very beginning Cheswick Green has had a strong community spirit. 
In those early days things were very different from today, the developers were 
not under any obligation to provide facilities for the community as they are 
today in Dickens Heath. To be fair the developers, The Greaves Organisation, 
did agree to provide sites for a number of facilities, but not the facilities them-
selves. Only the Village Green, Sewage Works and Flood Berms were there 
when building commenced; the rest and more had to be provided for by the 
community itself. 
But the community was eager to get things done, to make life better and was 
prepared to do things themselves and not wait for others. Those who moved 
here in the early years came to a ‘building site’ with unmade roads, and pave-
ments, the Recreation Ground was just a muddy field through which ran the 
original course of Mount Brook, there was no street lighting, no buses and 
children had to walk up Vicarage Road and Salter Street with no pathway to 
Salter Street School. 
The first Residents’ Association Committee was quickly formed by a mixture 
of newcomers to the new village and people who had lived in the area for 
many years. That first committee was made up of Don Smith (Chair), Roy 
Hollins (Sec), Clive Millward (Treas.), C Walker (Social Sec), and M Baker, 
D Griffiths, Rev A Lemon, F N Maskell, and Mrs M Baker (Auditor). 
Besides the Committee there was a large team of people who were prepared to 
chip-in and help when needed. 
In its first few months, one of the Committee’s main concerns was for the 
safety of the children on the new village. It was an active building site and 
much of the old Mount Estate had by then not been demolished. What was left 
looked like a ghost town with some very nice bungalows, some not so nice 
bungalows and a number of empty shacks of various shapes and sizes. Each 
with their existing gardens, dotted about the area. Torn curtains flapped at the 
broken windows of the deserted dwellings, the spirit of their former residents 
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was still reflected in the layout of their gardens and homes, although damp 
wallpaper and flaking paint on the doors were much in evidence. The ancient 
Mount itself was still intact, but overgrown, almost hidden by the many rhodo-
dendron bushes, the wild life had reclaimed it once again. It was approached 
through a gate with a fading sign, ‘The Mount’, inside which was a wooden 
bridge over the dark, still and brooding moat. 
All this presented a wonderful adventure playground for the children moving 
onto the Village; but the remains of the old Mount Estate presented an addi-
tional danger to the obvious danger of the building site that was the new Vil-
lage, slowly encroaching upon it. The Committee wrote in its second Newslet-
ter: 

‘To those newcomers who do not know the history of the old Mount Es-
tate, we would also draw their attention to the fact that many deep-
water wells still exist on the site….’ 

Another danger existed, as there was no school in the Village, the primary 
school children attended the existing St Patrick’s School on Salter Street. The 
Committee advised parents to walk up Vicarage Road as opposed to Salter 
Street, which had no footpath. The footpaths that did exist were not tarmaced 
and there were no kerbstones. Passing cars could be very close to your elbow 
as they went on their way to Earlswood and beyond along the derestricted 
road. It is surprising today, to note that most of the mothers walked their chil-
dren to and from school, although it was before families in general possessed 
‘second cars’. 
Initially there was a local bus service (151) of sorts, which travelled from Bir-
mingham to Earlswood twice a day, but it was soon withdrawn. In his ‘Editors 
Notes’, Don Smith urged all members to try and develop the habit of good 
neighbourliness. He asked that those with cars should consider giving those 
who did not lifts to the top of Creynolds Lane, where the Stratford buses 
passed on the hour or into Shirley where buses from Solihull or Earlswood 
were more frequent.  
Village or Estate? 
From the very beginning there existed the debate as to whether the new Ches-
wick Green would be a ‘village’ or just another ‘housing estate’ in the coun-
try. The Secretary, Roy Hollins said that he believed that most people recog-
nised the ‘development’, as being one of the best of its kind and that it was a 
very pleasant place to live, he looked forward to it becoming a village with its 
own shopping precinct. He said that it was the Association’s aim to develop 
the community life, and that many social functions were being planned to 
bring people together. Any profit from the functions would go to the 
‘Community Hall Fund’. 
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It is interesting to learn from the first residents of the new Cheswick Green 
that many of them had decided to buy houses there after only a single visit, 
even though that first visit might have been when the site was either a mud 
patch or a dust bowl depending upon the weather. There was ‘a something’, 
indescribable, that made them say, ‘I just knew that we should move here and 
that we would be happy here’. So many young people today, who were born 
and brought up in Cheswick Green, want to stay here and when they are able, 
move back here to bring up their own children. Other items, which exercised 
the first Residents’ Association Committee, were: 

1 The lack of a telephone kiosk in the village. They were told that it 
would be uneconomical. 

2 Planning permission was being sought for a Doctor’s Surgery in one 
of the flats being built on Coppice Walk. 

3 Greaves had offered a piece of land behind the shops for a Commu-
nity Hall. The Committee believed that its size, 56’ x 44’ would be too 
small and ways and means of obtaining a larger site were being 
sought. 

4 Planned Social events were: 
o April 8th Easter Bonnet Dance (Reservoir Hotel) 
o June/July Family Treasure Hunt 
o September Outing 
o October  Halloween Dance (Reservoir Hotel) 

5 There were already 221 fully paid up members of the Association. 
In those early days Cheswick Green was administered by Stratford-upon-
Avon Rural District Council and was still in Warwickshire. It was very differ-
ent to the present village; the roads were not made up and were either dusty 
tracks or deep in mud. As the houses were built, Greaves kindly laid the front 
lawns and tarmaced the drives, but the back gardens were either like ploughed 
fields or full of ‘builder’s top-soil’, with the half house bricks and general rub-
ble still in it. Much ‘cursing’ could be heard renting the still air of spring eve-
nings as the new homeowners struggled, after work, with rotorvators, other 
garden equipment and heavy slabs, to bring some order into their rear gardens. 
At night the village would ‘tuck-up’ in a blanket of darkness, there were no 
street lights. Millions of stars formed a canopy over the village, the stillness 
you could feel and a deafening quiet was broken only by the sounds of wild-
life, foxes barking, snuffling hedgehogs and the occasional owl (the M42, with 
its constant hum did not exist). It was so quiet that some newcomers from the 
town found it difficult to sleep at first. 
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As already said the local primary children attended St. Patrick’s Church of 
England Primary School, but the older children were bussed to and from 
Henley-in-Arden High School or Stratford-upon-Avon Grammar School 
(boys) or Shottery Grammar School (girls). 
A Mobile Child Welfare Clinic visited the village every fourth Wednesday of 
the month. This was a great improvement as it replaced the Clinic held at the 
Earlswood Village Hall, saving a long walk for the Cheswick Green mothers. 
The Clinic was run by the very popular Nurse Idle (mother of Eric of ‘Monty 
Python’ fame), she was unfortunately replaced in 1974, when the Village re-
turned to Solihull under boundary changes. Also the Mobile Library visited on 
a regular basis, parking in various parts of the village. 
The only post box in the area was on Creynolds Lane (still there), and there 
was no Post Office on the village. The nearest shop was a general store as part 
of the ‘Crossroads Service Station’ on Tanworth Lane; further afield, there 
was a small shop at the top of Creynolds Lane, beyond that it was either Earls-
wood Stores or Tanworth Lane Stores. Sainsbury’s and Tesco supermarkets 
had not even been considered at that time.  

One of the nearest pubs were the Bulls Head on Salter Street, then an unspoilt 
local, known as the ‘round table’ due to an outside table made out of a large 
mill-stone, it boasted the tallest public bar in the country. Then there was the 
Crown and Plough on the Stratford Road, the Reservoir at Earlswood and the 
Three Maypoles, which changed its name to The Pickwick and is now appro-
priately called The Cheswick Green Inn. 
For anyone interested in the history of Cheswick Green prior to the modern 
village, they can read much more detail in my recently published book – Tan-
worth in Arden – An I ntroduction to the History of the Ancient Parish. 
This book covers the history of the villages within the old parish including 
Cheswick Green, Monkspath, Dickens Heath, Earlswood, Illshaw Heath, 
Hockley Heath and of course Tanworth Village. On sale at the Post Office, 
price £14.95. 
In future editions of the Cheswick Green News it is hoped to bring you further 
details of the development of the new village during the seventies, and the part 
played in that by the Cheswick Green Residents’ Association. Information in 
these articles is taken from past editions of the Cheswick Green News and per-
sonal knowledge. 

John W Pettinger 
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Editors’ Page. 
 
Keen-eyed readers will already have spotted that we have more than one 
editor (Brownie points to the first person to explain how they knew that, 
on sight, to our website editors@mcarr.demon.co.uk) 
 
This time it is the �  half of the duo that is wondering, ‘How do I find out 
all the things that an editor ought to know - or even half of them if I leave 
the other half to the other half.?’ A quick reference to the Cheswick Green 
page of the Solihull website (www.solihull-online.com) shows that not a 
lot has been reported recently; the lead story is about the Police giving our 
Youth Club a grant, and that was a whole year ago. 
The news page shows that ‘Solihull’s Crime and Disorder Reduction Part-
nership (CDRP) has launched its plan for tackling anti-social behaviour in 
the borough’, which ties up with the Prime Minister’s determination.  
Also that there is a police campaign based on ‘speed visors’ which light 
up when motorists are speeding, showing a sign with the speed limit and 
the words ‘slow down’ – thankfully, so far, I have only seen the signs 
light up when somebody else has gone speeding past me. 
 
But what about the second runway campaign – I notice that the sign in the 
field alongside the M42 has partly fallen down : does that mean that the 
campaign has finished?  The proposed Chicken Farm?  And the proposed 
development at the bottom of the village – what happened to that?  If you 
know about these things, please write in (box in Post Office). 
 
Competitions – and prize(s) : on page 15 there is a photo competition, 
with a (rather fuzzy) enlargement of part of a picture of an everyday ob-
ject that everyone will recognise when they see the full picture.  If you 
can work out what it is, phone me on 700039 and leave your name, the 
time, and the answer, or email me at editors@mcarr.demon.co.uk, for a £5 
prize if you are the first. 
Also on page 15 is the first of our Sudoku puzzles.  If you can work it out, 
excellent; if not, we will be explaining rather more about it next time. 
 
If you have any puzzles of your own, please contact us (box at the Post 
Office).  Hopefully prizes for the best puzzles!  And best does not mean 
most difficult, it means the most interesting. 

Pat and Mike Carr 
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Competitions Page 
To start off our competitions pages, here is a very simple but not 
so easy to interpret photo.  The first correct answer to the ques-
tion ‘What is it?’ will win £5 – answers by phone to 01564-700039 
(leave your name, the time and the date) or to edi-
tors@mcarr.demon.co.uk. 

To continue: hands up everyone who has heard of Sudoku puzzles.  Here is 
one that is supposed to be simple.  You have to fill it in so that each row, each 
column, and each 3 by 3 smaller square contains exactly one of the numbers 

 

More next time! 
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DATA PROTECTION ACT: 
Residents are advised that The Association holds all residents' names and ad-
dresses on a computer database. The sole purpose is to permit the Officers to as-
certain, at any point in time - but particularly at the AGM - the current paid up 
membership. If any resident has an objection to his/her name being held on this 
database, then it will be deleted upon application to the Chairperson on 01564 

Copy: if you have anything you would like considered for publication, please 
send it to The Editors – either the box in the Post Office, or phone 01564-700039, 
or email to editors@mcarr.demon.co.uk. 

 

 
Wagging Tails Dog Training 

Using only kind and positive methods 

Julia Smith: Tel: 0121-744-3301 
Email: julia@waggingtails.co.uk 
Website www.waggingtails.co.uk 

 


